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Parents as Partners Policy
1. Introduction
Our school is a community where pupils, parents/guardians and staff collaborate and work in partnership for all children in our school. When parents/guardians choose to send their child to our school, they enter into a very important relationship.
In keeping with the principles of multi-denominational education, our school is democratically run. A high level of parental involvement is a valued feature of our school and contributes positively to the life of the school community.
We value and welcome the diverse backgrounds, cultures and experiences of all families and recognise this diversity as a strength within our school community.

2. Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to outline how parents and guardians can engage meaningfully in school life, while ensuring clarity around roles, responsibilities and safeguarding.

3. Benefits of Parental Involvement
· Parental skills may support and complement work already taking place in the school.
· Parental involvement actively supports and encourages children’s learning.
· A wide range of activities can be facilitated, enriching the educational experience.
· It promotes positive and respectful relationships between parents and teachers (National Parents’ Council).
· It enhances communication, trust and mutual respect between home and school.
· It helps children to see school as an extension of home, fostering a strong sense of belonging within the school community.
· Parental involvement contributes to the smooth running and ongoing development of the school.

4. Communication Between Home and School
· Regular communication takes place through Aladdin Connect, email and scheduled meetings.
· Parents/guardians are encouraged to raise any concerns initially with the class teacher.
· Where necessary, matters may be progressed to the principal.
· All communication should be respectful, constructive and focused on supporting the child.

5. How to Get Involved
Parents/guardians are invited to consider their skills, interests and availability, and to communicate this with the class teacher, the principal and/or the Parents and Guardians Association.
Ways Parents/Guardians Can Get Involved
There are many opportunities throughout the school year for parents/guardians to engage with school life, including:
· Supporting classroom activities by invitation (e.g. class visits following assemblies)
· Participating as a “Secret Reader” during events such as World Book Day
· Volunteering at school events such as Sports Day
· Contributing to school-wide events such as the Intercultural Fair
· Sharing skills, hobbies, professions or cultural experiences with classes
· Supporting school initiatives and fundraising activities
· Getting involved in the work of the Parents and Guardians Association, which plays an important role in supporting school events and fostering community links

6. Role of the Parents and Guardians Association
The Parents and Guardians Association plays a key role in supporting school activities, organising events, and strengthening the partnership between home and school, in line with agreed school policies.

7. Safeguarding
The safety and wellbeing of all children is paramount.
All parents/guardians participating in school activities are expected to adhere to school safeguarding procedures. This may include compliance with Garda Vetting requirements where appropriate.

8. Agreement
Parents/guardians who participate in school activities may be asked to sign an agreement confirming that they will adhere to this policy.

9. Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed periodically by the Board of Management.
Ratified by the Board of Management on: ____________________
Review Date: ____________________
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