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24th August 2020 

 
Dear Parents, Guardians and Pupils, 
 
As we prepare for the school to reopen this week we would like to make you aware of the 
following points which will help make the return to school safer for all. The Waterford ETNS 
Covid-19 Response Plan is available to all members of the school community through the 
school website. It contains all the procedures which will be in place to keep our pupils safe 
upon their return to school. It is vital that parents/ guardians familiarise themselves with this 
document. 
 
The following are a summary of some of the most important controls that we will put in 
place to keep us all safe from Covid-19. Full details are in the Covid-19 response plan: 

 Each class will operate as a separate ‘bubble’ and the children within a ‘bubble’ will 
not mix with children in other classes.  

 In the classroom every effort is being made to keep at least 1 metre social distance 
between each child. In classrooms where this is not possible pupils will be divided 
into smaller groups called ‘pods’. These ‘pods’ will be kept as small as possible and 1 
metre distance will be maintained between each pod.  

 Social distancing of 2 metres will be encouraged along corridors, as far as is 
practically possible.  

 For break times our yard has been divided into 8 separate areas. Each class ‘bubble’ 
will have their own yard space to ensure children will only be mixing with their own 
‘bubble’ during break times. Break times will be staggered to ensure social distancing 
can be maintained and to minimise the possibility of ‘bubbles’ mixing.  

 Staggered drop off and collection times have been introduced to facilitate social 
distancing. Full details are available in the Covid-19 response plan. Parents must not 
pass the metal gates at the rear of the school and staff will be present to ensure each 
child reaches their class safely.  

 Appropriate PPE will be worn by staff including visors and/or masks where social 
distancing is not possible. As per DES guidelines the children are not required to wear 
face coverings but may do so if they feel more comfortable doing so and are able to 
wear them safely.  

 Hand sanitiser will be available at all entrances, on corridors and in every classroom. 
Children in Junior Infants to Second Class are not advised to bring their own hand 
sanitiser to school as it can be a health and safety risk. Children will wash and sanitise 
their hands several times each day before eating, after play, after using the toilet etc.  

 School books will be left in school and each child will receive a box for their 
belongings. To remove the need for pupils to bring books, stationary etc. home each 
day homework will not be assigned for the month of September. If necessary this 
practice may be extended. 

 Ventilation will be increased in classrooms by keeping windows and doors open in 
the classrooms each day. Please make sure your child is dressed appropriately as 
classrooms may feel colder than usual.  

mailto:admin@wetns.ie


Waterford Educate Together National School   
bParád na bPaistí, Carrickphierish Road, Waterford City.  Tel: 051 355 714     

e-mail: admin@wetns.ie   Roll no. 20160K 

 

 Learn Together to Live Together  

 Daily cleaning arrangements in the school will be significantly enhanced and each 
classroom will be thoroughly cleaned each day. 

 
 
It is vital that the whole school community takes a shared responsibility for minimising the 
spread of Covid-19. We ask for everyone’s full cooperation with the following requests to 
keep us all safe: 
 

 Do not send your child to school if: 
1. They are feeling unwell or displays any of the following symptoms: fever 

(temperature of 37.5 degrees or more), cough, shortness of breath or breathing 
difficulties. We would ask parents to please check your child’s temperature each 
morning. 

2. Someone in your household has tested positive for Covid-19, is displaying Covid-19 
symptoms or is self-isolating while awaiting a Covid-19 test result. 

3. Your child has been outside the country, they must restrict movements for 14 days 
and should not attend school during that time. 
 

 Please ensure that the school has up to date contact information for your child. In 
the case of an emergency it is vital that the school has at least 3 contacts for your 
child. Contact details can be viewed and updated through the Aladdin Connect App.  

 Please make sure that you have registered for Aladdin Connect. This is our schools 
main form of communication with parents. Through the app contact details can be 
updated, absence reasons can be inputted and payments can be made. If you have 
any difficulties logging into the app please email admin@wetns.ie.  

 It is vital that pupils are dropped off and collected at their allocated times. If this is to 
work successfully it is vital that everyone is punctual at drop off and collection times. 
The children are no longer permitted to be on the school grounds prior to their 
allocated drop off time and supervision will not be present before our first drop off 
time at 8:50am.  

  Parents are asked to maintain a social distance at drop and collect times and not 
congregate in groups around school entrances. Parents will not be permitted past the 
metal gates to the rear of the school or inside the entrance of the front of the school. 

 The school office will not be open to visitors and any correspondence with the office 
should be made via phone call or email. 

 Communication with teachers should be made through your child’s teacher’s email 
address and requests for an appointment must be made in writing to the school 
principal. 

 Children lunches should only contain items they are able to open and eat without 
adult assistance. Items such as frubes, oranges and other difficult to open items are 
not recommended. 

 Pupils that are unable to tie their own shoelaces should wear Velcro or slip on shoes. 

 To prevent cross contamination unnecessary items from home such as toys, dolls, 
teddies etc. should not be brought to school.  
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